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WAIVER FROM CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE TRIPS AGREEMENT FOR THE PREVENTION,
CONTAINMENT AND TREATMENT OF COVID-19

COMMUNICATION FROM INDIA AND SOUTH AFRICA

1. On 11 March 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) to be a global pandemic, after having announced a related public health emergency of
international concern (PHEIC) on 30 January 2020.

2. The World Trade Organization (WTO) has cautioned that the *Pandemic represents an
unprecedented disruption to the global economy and world trade, as production and consumption
are scaled back across the globe".! We have witnessed a break down in global supply chains coupled
with growing supply-demand gaps.

3. Given this present context of global emergency, it is important for WTO Members to work
together to ensure that intellectual property rights such as patents, industrial designs, copyright and
protection of undisclosed information do not create barriers to the timely access to affordable medical
products including vaccines and medicines or to scaling-up of research, development, manufacturing
and supply of medical products essential to combat COVID-19.

4. The COVID-19 pandemic is now widespread, affecting most WTO Members. As at 1 October 2020,
there were about 333,722,075 confirmed cases globally with 1,009,270 confirmed deaths.? To date,
there is no vaccine or medicine to effectively prevent or treat COVID-19. All WTO Members are
struggling to contain the spread of the pandemic and provide health care services to those affected.
Many developed, developing and least developed countries have declared a national emergency with
the aim to curb the growing outbreak, and as advised by the WHO implemented social distancing
measures with significant consequences for society and the economy. Notably, developing countries
and least developed countries are especially disproportionately impacted.

5. An effective response to COVID-19 pandemic requires rapid access to affordable medical products
Athar nareanal nrabactua aniinmant and antilastare as

inchiding Aisnnnckio Lite madical maeb

20204 108 Q=9 ot BiAl & X
A THAFE S (TRIPs) HA| H A
(IP/C/W/669) X&

20202 TRIPs O|Atg|, oA AHY

20214 58 5.6 T 3|9

7HA 2l EfO| USTR CHE, 58 52 S5 A
g XX 43

WTO AFREE @ZX| 0|2t
A RS | A
- o

o 1= O

2= 118 2 WT0 =329

RIX| 27}

AL, DD, I7|AE, 22l o}, b
H+a}, 82, Feheg) 0T, ot
2|7t O g, _’E|H._ I==(LDC) 18 & &
6071 2| 7H

F




2021-07-21

ey

2,500

250m

283m  262m

153m

A

XpE: COVID19 Vaccine R&D Funding Data (7/16/2021)
ttps://www.knowledgeportalia.org/covid19-r-d-funding

Source of COVID-19 vaceine RED investments, by source country, funder type and type of investments
Funcertype
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https://public.tableau.com/views/COVID19VaccineRDFundingData/Figure1
https://public.tableau.com/views/COVID19VaccineRDFundingData/Figure1
https://public.tableau.com/views/COVID19VaccineRDFundingData/Figure1
https://public.tableau.com/views/COVID19VaccineRDFundingData/Figure1

2021-07-21

Share of people who received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine
Share of the total population that received at least one vaccine dose. This may not equal the share that are fully
vaccinated if the vaccine requires two doses. This data is only available for countries which report the breakdown of
doses administered by first and second doses.
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InteRlectusl Property

Special 301
20

= The "Special 301" Report
reflects the outcome of a
Congressionally-mandated
annual review of the global
state of intellectual property
(IP) rights protection and
enforcement. The review
reflects the Administration’s
resolve to encourage and
maintain enabling
environments for innovation,
including effective IP
protection and enforcement,
in markets worldwide, which
benefit not only U.S.
exporters but the domestic
IP-intensive industries in
those markets as well.
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CONTAINMENT AND TREATMENT OF COVID-19

COMMUNICATION FROM INDIA AND SOUTH AFRICA

1. On 11 March 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) to be a giobal pandemic, after having announced a related public health emergency of
international concern (PHEIC) on 30 January 2020.

2. The World Trade Organization (WTO) has cautioned that the "Pandemic represents an
unprecedented disruption to the global economy and world trade, as production and consumption
are scaled back across the globe".! We have witnessed a break down in global supply chains coupled
with growing supply-demand gaps.

3. Given this present context of global emergency, It Is important for WTO Members to work

together to ensure that intellectual property rights such as patents, industrial designs, copyright and
undisclosed not to the timely access

products including d medicines or g-up of research,

and supply of medical products essential to combat COVID-19.

4. The COVID-19 pandemic is now widespread, affecting most WTO Members. As at 1 October 2020,
there were about 333,722,075 confirmed cases globally with 1,009,270 confirmed deaths.? To date,
there s no vaccine or medicine to effectively prevent or treat COVID-19. All Members are
struggling to contain the spread of the pandemic and provide health care services to those affected.
Many developed, developing and least a national emergency

the aim to curb the growing outbreak, and s advised by the WHO implemented social distancing
measures with significant consequences for society and the economy. Notably, developing countries
and least developed countries are especially disproportionately impacted.

5. Aneffective OVID-19 id
including diagnostic kits, medical masks, other personal protective equipment and ventilators, as
well as vaccines and medicines for the prevention and treatment of patients in dire need.

6. The outbreak has led to a swift increase in global demand with many countries facing acute
shortages, constraining the ability to effectively respond to the outbreak. Shortages of these
products has put the lives of health and other essential workers at risk and led to many avoidable
deaths. It to prolong the COVID-19 p: . The longer the current global crisis
persist, the greater the socio-economic fallout, making it imperative and urgent to collaborate
internationally to rapidly contain the outbreak.

o XIATAR 27 KA1 + AL AT}
“Internationally, there is an urgent call for global solidarity,
and the unhindered global sharing of technology and
know-how in order that rapid responses for the handling of
COVID-19 can be put in place on a real time basis.”

“In addition, many countries especially developing countries
may face institutional and legal difficulties when using
flexibilities available in the Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement).”
“Members shall not challenge any measures taken in
conformity with the provision of the waivers contained in
this Decision under subparagraphs 1(b) and 1(c) of Article
XXIII of GATT 1994, or through the WTO's Dispute
Settlement Mechanism.”
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https://public.tableau.com/views/COVID19VaccineRDFundingData/Figure1
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