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' Measuring the Gap in Per-Pupil Spending
In more than 60 percent of the states, the statewide gap in per-pupil
spending between the tchest and poorest school districts was
below $3,000. In eight states the gap exceeded $4,937, the average
LS. gap.
Gap in per-pupil spending, 1994
(in dollars)
0 = $1 (KK} [ W Va., Miss., Hawai*
1001 — 2,006} | Ala., Ariz., Ark., Calif., Del., Fla., Ga.,
lowa, Ind., By, La., Md., N.C,, 5.C.. Tenn., Va.
2,001 — 3,000 | Colo., Conn., Mich., Mo,, N.M., Ohio, Okla., |
| Pa., R.L, 5.0, Utah, Wis,
3,0 — 4 (KK} | Idahao, 11, Mass,, Maine, Minn., N.H,
4,001 — 5,000  Kan,, NJ.,, N.Y, Texas, Vt. |
5. — 6,(KK} . N.D. Wyn. |
6,00 — 700K} Alaska, Neb., Nev., Ore,, Wash
T — B, (KK}
8,001 — 5,006}
9000 — 10,(KK)
10,001 — 11,000 | Mont. |
* Thee gap is zero in Huwaii beciuse there i3 no ool spending on educetion
in the stare.
Source: Educarion Week
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1960s-1970s
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Aug. 23, 1968
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The equality of education offered to all children becomes a central

issue. Oct. 2, 1989
In Brown v. Board of Education, the Supreme Court rules that so-
called separate but equal public schools for black and white students
are inherently unequal. 1990s
The first lawsuits are filed alleging inequitable education funding.
The Edgewood Independent School District in San Antonio, Texas, June 5, 1990
files a class-action lawsuit (San Antonio Independent School District v.
Rodriguez) on behalf of all Texas schoolchildren in property-poor
school districts or who are minornties. 1993
Farents from a property-poor California school district claim (Serrano
v. Priest) that they are being denied equal access to education 1993
because of the state's reliance on local property taxes to fund
education.

; L . . . 1996
A three-judge federal District Court rules in Rodriguez that Texas'
system of funding public schools is unconstitutional.

July 1997
U.S. Supreme Court rules in Rodriguez that equal access to education
is not guaranteed by the Constitution.
Oct. 1, 1999

New Jersey Supreme Court finds the state's school-funding system
unconstitutional, based on a clause in the state Constitution.

California Supreme Court rules in Serrano that the state's schoaol-
finance system, which relies on local property taxes, violates the
state's Constitution.

Fublication of A Nation at Risk in 1983 sparks public interest in school
reform and equity issues.

A suit in New Jersey (Abbott v. Burke) filed on behalf of poor school
districts claims that funding disparities between rich and poor districts
violate the state's Constitution.

Edgewood parents refile their lawsuit {(Edgewood v. Kirby) in state
court.

The Kentucky Supreme Court uses a funding-equity case (Rose v.
Council For Better Education, Inc.) as a vehicle to declare the state's
educational system inequitable and inadequate.

24
=

HAl

Texas Supreme Court finds in Edgewood that Texas' school-finance
system violates the state's constitutional mandate to maintain an
efficient educational system and orders the Legislature to overhaul the
funding system.

Court rulings in favor of plaintiffs accelerate as a growing number of
cases allege that certain school-funding formulas do not allow schools
to provide an “adequate” education.

New Jersey Supreme Court rules in Abbott v. Burke that a state must
provide more funding for poor children than for children in more
affluent school districts.

Alabama and Massachusetts courts find their states' education
funding inequitable.

Texas orders wealthy school districts to aid poorer districts. Gov. John
Engler, R-Mich., signs a law eliminating property taxes as a source of
school funding.

Plaintiffs in two Minnesota cases argue that “adequate” education
should also mean a “racially integrated” education.

North Carolina Supreme Court allows variations in spending due to
extra needs for some students.

Pennsylvania Supreme Court joins courts in Florida, lllinois and

Rhode Island in arguing that decisions about education quality are
best left to the legislatures.
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